
Called from 
Within 

Early Women Lawyers 
of Hawai'i 

Zfbiteb h\! 

MARl J. MATSUDA 

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII PRESS 

HONOLULU 



© 1992 The Hawaii Women's Legal Foundation 

All rights reserved 

92 93 94 95 96 97 5 4 3 2 1 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

Called from within: early women lawyers ofHawai'i I edited by 

MariJ. Matsuda. 

p. em. - (A Biography monograph) 

Includes bibliographical references and index. 

ISBN 0-8248-1430-4 (cloth).- ISBN 0-8248-1448-7 (paper) 

1. Women lawyers-Hawaii-Biography. I. Matsuda, Mari J., 
1956- . II. Series. 

K.F354.H3C35 1992 

349.969'082-dc20 

[349.690082] 92-11002 

CIP 

University of Hawaii Press books are printed 

on acid-free paper and meet the guidelines for 

permanence and durability of the Council on 

Library Resources 

Epigraph: "Sisters of Charity," Weld-Grimke Papers, 

William L. Clements Library, University of Michigan, 

Ann Arbor. From Gerda Lerner, The Female Experience: 

An American Documentary, p. 486, © 1977 Bobbs

Merrill Company, Inc. 

Designed by Kenneth Miyamoto 



OI4apter 8 

Harriet Bouslog 
October 12) 1912-

MARI J. MATSUDA 

Out of the gloomy crowd of plantation workers and their fami
lies comes a shout "There she is-Bouslog!" Heads snap and 
the crowd parts as a startling woman makes her way to the plat
form. Her dark hair is pulled back in a ponytail that falls to her 
waist. Her suit is tight and stylish . She walks confidently and 
quickly on high heels. She climbs the podium and faces the 
crowd. She smile's brightly and widely. She looks down, 
brushes a stray hair from her face, and calls out the first words 
of her speech. "Brothers and sisters," she opens in a loud 
and confident voice. The crowd is immediately silent-tired 
women who have been up since before dawn, unschooled men 
who have never before heard any lawyer speak, much less one 
beautiful, and female, and calling herself their sister. 

THOSE WHO KNEW Harriet Bouslog when she was a young labor lawyer 
never fail to mention the drama she evoked in her public appearances. 
She paid a heavy price for such dramatic speechmaking. For speaking 
out angrily against the Smith Act prosecutions of labor leaders, she 
was disbarred for allegedly impugning the integrity of the courts. 
Although the young Harriet Bouslog was vilified by the local power 
structure, in later life she became something of a hero. In the words of 
the 1980 state legislature, her "service to working people serves as an 
example to the multitudes of young lawyers today that . . . unpopular 
causes are well worth the time and effort expended on them." 1 

Harriet Bouslog was an activist lawyer whose practice reflected the 
post- World War II democratization ofHawai'i. While she was known 
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throughout her career as a radical and a defender of accused Commu
nists, her own rhetoric-the words she chose for her speeches, her 
briefs, and even her private conversations-was filled with the lan
guage of rights, democracy, process, and constitutionalism. Was the 
use of words like democracy merely an instrumental response to the 
repressive atmosphere of her times? Examination of the life of Harriet 
Bouslog reveals that her belief in American democratic values was a 
sincere and logical adjunct to her radicalism. 

Bouslog, born Harriet Anna Williams in 1912, came from conserva
tive, midwestern farming stock. She traces her ancestry back to before 
the American Revolution.2 Her parents were schoolteachers and mem
bers of the Republican party. Bouslog reports that her parents raised 
their children to value hard work and education. She did not disap
point them. She excelled in school and showed particular skill in writ
ing during her youth. 

A quaint family history written by Bouslog's older sister, Margaret, 
reveals a happy and secure childhood.3 An array of aunts helped with 
the births and upbringing of the three Williams daughters. Margaret 
and Harriet carried bushel baskets full of kittens from the barn, and 
raised fifty pet rabbits, starting from one prolific pair. Later, when the 
youngest sister, Billy, was born, Margaret and Harriet turned their 
ministerial attentions to her, posing her for snapshots amid the bun
mes. 

The family's hardships were few. Billy suffered from childhood 
illnesses, and a beloved aunt Lee injured a finger while sewing uni
forms for soldiers of the First World War, giving the girls a scare. The 
family took in boarders: with modest teachers' salaries they were far 
from wealthy. In one house in which they lived, Harriet and Margaret 
spent an Indiana winter with only a drafty, enclosed porch for a bed
room. When they were old enough, the girls took on part-time jobs to 
help meet family expenses. The ·predominant picture of their youth, 
however, was one of comfort. Sundays meant church, where their 
father ushered, and afternoons of anagrams, dominoes, Rook, and 
Monopoly. The family owned a Model T, outfitted with a featherbed 
for the girls to nestle into. Sightseeing trips-once to see a burning 
coalmine in the Badlands-were a frequent diversion. 

Margaret's family history contains early evidence of Harriet's rhe
torical skill. On a visit to cousins at Council Bluffs, Iowa, Charles 
warned the girls not to drink too much cider. Nine-year-old Harriet 
replied, "I haven't had a whole glass yet, just several halves." Harriet's 
way wit~ words stayed with her. She memorized a prodigious amount 
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of poetry as a child, and the legal briefs she later wrote reflect a careful 
respect for the English language. 

Education was central to the Williams family. Harriet's parents, 
Charles Roy Williams (born 1887) of Shelby County and Ada Clare 
Lloyd (born 1886) of Spencer County, met in 1908 at Valparaiso 
Teachers ' College. They married two years later. Margaret was born in 
1911, and Harriet on October 21, 1912. Baby Billy, formally Wilma 
Claire, followed six years later, in 1918. 

The family moved through several towns as teaching jobs arose for 
Charles. Ada also taught and substituted occasionally. Starting in 
Economy, Indiana, they moved to Maxwell, Florida, where Harriet 
was born. Her birth took place at home and was attended by an Mri
can-American midwife. The family's move to Florida was intended to 
cure Charles's bout with what they feared was tuberculosis. The cure 
worked, and the family soon returned to Leavenworth, Indiana, and 
then, in 1916, moved to St. Paul, Indiana, where Charles was princi
pal. In 1917, they moved again, to Shelbyville, and in the following 
years, to Vincennes. 

Charles earned a master's degree in education from Indiana Univer
sity in 1927, and went on to train history teachers at the university. 
Both Charles and Ada taught church classes. They encouraged their 
daughters to put education above all else. During one notorious bliz
zard, Charles marched his girls single file to the school to find that 
only eight children had showed up that day. 

Margaret was the first daughter to finish college, with an A.B. from 
Indiana University, followed by an LL.B. degree in 1934. Harriet fol
lowed Margaret closely, obtaining her LL.B. degree in 1936, having 
gone to law school after two years of undergraduate work concentrat
ing in English. Harriet e~celled in law school, publishing an abridged 
version of her thesis on corporate taxes in the Indiana Law Journal. 4 

She was the only woman in her law school class, but she reports that it 
seemed natural and obvious to her that she would become a lawyer. 

Her father retired early from teaching in order to start a one-hun
dred-acre farm in Howard Township in 1939. He was active in the 
Methodist church and community affairs, pushing for an end to the 
one-room schoolhouse and for soil and water conservation. He served 
on the Soil and Water Conservation District Board for twenty years, 
helping construct Indiana's first watershed at Elk Creek. The farming 
community, so dependent on soil and water management, organized a 
Charlie Williams Day in his honor. s Harriet later started a scholarship 
in his name. 
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Margaret's story of the family background in Indiana is near-idyllic. 
The images of piling quilts on Grandma's clothesline to make a tent, 
of Charles good-naturedly taxiing neighborhood children in his Model 
T, of "carry-in suppers" at the "married peoples" class at church, 
reveal a life of security, warmth, and convention. 

This background may seem improbable given what Harriet Wil
liams became-an outspoken radical reformist, a flamboyant and role
defying woman, a defender of the poor and outcast. It may be, how
ever, that growing up the much loved daughter of active, albeit 
conservative, parents produced the self-assurance and perseverance 
that marked Harriet's life. Harriet's love ofliterature and learning may 
also account for her life course. The admired writers of her day, such 
as Ernest Hemingway-whom she met at a party in 1940-were 
known for their social conscience. She reports that her first interest in 
"politics," which she separates from literature, was born when her lit
erary heroes joined the cause in the Spanish civil war. 6 Similarly, the 
Sacco and Vanzetti case was one of the first left-wing causes she felt 
passionately about, again drawn to it by the literary intellectuals she 
admired. 

Causes like Sacco and Vanzetti and the Spanish civil war elicited 
Harriet's basically American vision of fair play, democracy, tolerance, 
individualism, and identification with the underdog. The transition 
from apolitical Hoosier and book lover to forties radical seems more 
explicable when viewed in this light. She was also influenced by her 
favorite law teacher, Fowler Harper, the eminent civil libertarian. Har
riet served as his research assistant and was disappointed when Harper 
was forced out of Indiana University because he advocated the free 
speech rights of Communists. 7 

The next twist in Harriet's life course was one of the few stereotypi
cally female acts of her life. She fell in love with and, in 1936, married 
an aspiring English professor, Charles Bouslog. She followed him to 
Harvard, where she furthered her studies at Portia Law School and 
gained admission to the Massachusetts bar while working as a secre
tary at the firm of Tyler, Eames, and Reynolds. The couple enjoyed 
the Cambridge life-style, frequenting lectures on a range of topics, 
including the economic troubles of the times. Charles Bouslog pur
sued his Ph.D., writing on Samuel Taylor Coleridge, and obtained a 
small fellowship that took the couple to Europe in the summer of 
1939. That fall the Bouslogs moved on to the University of Hawaii, 
where Charles became an instructor in English. Harriet Bouslog 
worked. as a teacher of English at the Honolulu Business College, and 
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began to study for the Hawai'i bar while working as a secretary at an 
established law firm. She was hired by Roy Vitousek, a principal part
ner in the firm of Stanley, Vitousek, Pratt, and Winn, and one of the 
most powerful men in the community. His clients included the busi
ness interests that controlled much of political and economic life in 
prewar Hawai'i. 

Harriet Bouslog passed the Hawai 'i bar in 1941. Her work was good 
and the firm invited her to stay on after the bar. She turned down the 
offer, telling the partners she wanted to help "the little people." Years 
later, her former employers would become her bitter adversaries as she 
took up the cause oflabor. 

Living in prewar Hawai'i called upon Bouslog to choose sides in the 
deeply stratified economic and social life of the Islands. She reports 
that the poverty and exploitation of workers, and the callous disregard 
of civil rights characteristic of the plantation economy, were too obvi
ous to overlook. 

On one occasion she and her husband, Charles, attended a Friday 
night lecture by Communist-sympathizer Anna Louise Strong at the 
local YWCA. The next Monday, Charles was pointedly warned away 
from such meetings by the head of his department at the university, 
under instructions of President Crawford. The police, it seems, had 
recorded the license-plate numbers of all who parked near the YWCA 
that night and had notified their employers. Even those who attended 
in order to debate and refute Strong's claims were called to the atten
tion of their employers. 

The Bouslogs attended glamorous parties and enjoyed increasing 
professional success, but all the while Harriet Bouslog grew uneasy 
about the social structure that led to the sight of maids and plantation 
women hurrying off to work at 4 A.M., sometimes passing the 
Bouslogs, who were going home to their rented North Shore cottage 
after late-night parties. Bouslog was also uncomfortable with the 
"whites only" rules at nightspots like the downtown Young Hotel and 
with what she saw as the antidemocratic rule of the plantations. 

Harriet's discomfort grew when her employers arranged for her to 
work as an assistant to the Honolulu police chief, Gabrielson. Accord
ing to her recollection, she was asked to report about goings-on in the 
police department, particularly as the military became more involved 
with the police.8 Not having much actual work to do, she began to read 
through the police files and was startled by what she found. Regular 
communiques between plantation managers and sheriffs for all islands 
maintained a blacklist system, she claims. A plantation worker who 
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was known as a troublemaker could not get a job on any plantation. 
Charles Bouslog was hearing similar reports from bright nisei (second 
generation Japanese-American) students at the university. He recalls a 
composition in which a student reported being evicted frotn a planta
tion for the minor infraction of objecting when a luna (manager) 
walked into the family's house without knocking. The student who 
objected was fired and found he could not get a job on any other plan
tation. He then made his way to O'ahu and to the university. 

The Bouslogs' discomfort with oligarchical control ofHawai'i grew 
when war broke out. Martial law was imposed, closing the civilian 
courts and instituting a harsh regime of summary justice. Basic civil 
rights were violated, even in cases where no tenable claim of military 
necessity existed. 9 Harriet Bouslog was one of a handful in the Hawai 'i 
legal community who were vocal in opposition to this development.10 

The imposition of the Q,lackout and the growing realization that 
Hawai'i was not a good place to wait out the war prompted a move to 
Washington, D.C. 

The war, as for many of her generation, was a turning point in Har
riet Bouslog's life. Charles volunteered for the air force in August 
1942 and soon departed for Southeast Asia. With her husband and so 
many male professionals gone off to battle, Harriet Bouslog was free to 
follow her own career through the doors opened by the male exodus. 
Bouslog was ever busy in Washington. As one of those who actively 
supported attorney Garner Anthony's strenuous opposition to martial 
law in Hawai 'i, she was invited to a meeting at the Department oflnte
rior to advocate the return of civilian rule. 1 1 She was delighted to meet 
once again her favorite professor, Fowler Harper, who was then a high
ranking staffer at Interior, serving as counsel to Secretary Harold 
Ickes. She basked in his praise of her as his "best student." This kind 
of praise and attention tended to follow Bouslog in her Washington 
days. At the behest of Wayne Morse, she started working for the 
National War Labor Board and soon won over the labor crowd. She 
signed on as a union lobbyist, working for Harry Bridges and the 
Committee for Maritime Unity. She impressed union leaders and 
worked directly with them, using, some claim, a heavy dose of femi
nine charm. 12 She became a regular on what was called "red row," 
talking to liberal members of the House of Representatives, including 
Coffey from Washington, whom she befriended, and advocating legis
lative action favorable to organized labor. 

One needs to know something of Bouslog's persona in order to 
understand this story. She was confident, friendly, proud, and physi-
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cally beautiful. Pictures of her in her 1940s suits call to mind 
Katharine Hepburn and Myrna Loy. She wore her skirts tight and 
used bright red lipstick to highlight a wide and striking smile. Her 
photos suggest a woman saying with that smile, "I like myself, and I 
will probably like you, too, if you can show me you are smart and in
teresting." 

With her intelligence and frankly female charisma, Bouslog was a 
hit in labor circles in Washington. She chose to work with well-known 
labor leader Harry Bridges and the west coast International Long
shoremen's and Warehousemen's Union, turning down more lucrative 
offers from what she calls the "conservative" CIO. News reports 
called her the lowest-paid lobbyist in D.C. "Harry believed lawyers 
shouldn't make more than the highest paid union workers," she 
explained. Her work for the ILWU eventually led to the call that 
would cement her lifelong bond to the cause oflabor. 

In 1946, the ILWU led the first successful strike against the power
ful sugar companies. The ILWU, a radical union that emphasized 
racial solidarity, posed such a threat to the status quo that not a single 
lawyer would come forth to defend the hundreds of workers who were 
arrested during the strike. The call went out for emergency legal 
reserves, and Harriet Bouslog, with her Hawai'i license and sympathy 
for labor, was an obvious recruit. She resisted, protesting that she was 
neither a criminal law specialist nor a trial lawyer. You're smart, and 
we trust you, the union men replied. "You won't sell out," Bridges 
told her. 

Bouslog landed back in Hawai 'i in September of 1946 and was 
greeted with flower leis and a list of over four hundred pending trials. 
Harry Bridges had already pledged to the workers that no strikers 
would suffer prison sentences. The courts, like the legislature and the 
executive branch, were filled with Big Five sympathizers. The Big 
Five were the major interlocking companies that controlled agricul
ture, shipping, and banking in Hawai'i. Still in her forties suits and 
wearing that wide smile, Harriet began a frenzy of island hopping, at 
one point going so far as to charter her own plane. Judges denied con
tinuances and did nothing to ease her burden, but Harriet won many 
victories. An active defense for laborers was unheard of in those days. 
The prosecution was ill-prepared for the barrage of procedural and 
constitutional challenges Bouslog, and her new partner, Myer Sy
monds, brought.13 

Symonds-known as Sy-was another ILWU recruit, from the 
Gladstein firm in San Francisco. He was a founding member of the 
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National Lawyers Guild of San Francisco. Sy was fond of recounting 
his first landing in Hawai'i. He was greeted at the airport by a beauti
ful woman who gave him a flower lei, a kiss, and a handshake, sayirig, 
"I'm Harriet Bouslog, your new partner." The team of Bouslog and 
Symonds was successful. Most charges against the laborers were dis
missed, a few fines paid, and, fulfilling Bridges's pledge, not one 
striker went to prison. 

Providing legal representatives for plantation workers was an 
important symbolic affront to the status quo and part of a strategy of 
empowerment that would make the ILWU one of the most significant 
political forces in postwar Hawai'i. The employer's tactic of arresting 
union members for minor offenses, such as jaywalking or spitting .on 
the sidewalk, was no longer sufficient to prevent union organizing. 
This realization, perhaps, led to the more serious assault on labor 
rights that was to come in the 1950s. 

In the meantime, Bouslog wrote briefs heavy with constitutional 
theory, challenging abusive police practices, racially restrictive juries, 
improper antilabor injunctions, and unlawful assembly laws that were 
selectively enforced only against laborers. 14 She utilized the three
judge district court system to raise constitutional challenges, unset
tling the local elite by bringing in mainland judges to review the previ
ously unscrutinized criminal justice system. Although she often lost in 
the federal courts, a series of " voluntary" reforms followed her chal
lenges. Workers and nonwhites, for example, began appearing on jury 
rolls. Bouslog's partner, Symonds, recalled her as an excellent writer 
and grammarian, and a fearless litigator in the face of an unfriendly 
judiciary. 15 She was known as a dramatic orator, not averse to using 
tears and displays of emotion in the courtroom. 

The firm ofBouslog and Symonds rep~esented not only the ILWU, 
but also a steady stream of poor and underrepresented citizens. Native 
Hawaiians attempting to assert land claims, petty thieves and prosti
tutes, battered wives seeking divorce -all lined up at Bouslog and 
Symonds on Saturday mornings, taking numbers like customers in a 
bakery. Bouslog represented the "Damon Tract" group in anti-evic
tion struggles and developed a reputation for handling land cases. In a 
time before legal aid, and before the public defender's office, the word 
spread quickly of the haole wahine (white woman) lawyer who would 
help out even those who could not pay. In this way Bouslog came by 
one of her most famous cases, representing two indigent Hawaiians 
accused of murdering an elderly white woman from a well-known 
family. 
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In March 1948, Therese Wilder, a sixty-seven-year-old widow, was 
found bound and dead in her isolated home in the wealthy neighbor
hood ofNu'uanu. The Chamber ofCommerce, headed by the promi
nent Lorrin Thurston, put out a fifteen hundred dollar reward and 
organized a law-and-order committee. The city board of supervisors 
added five hundred dollars to the price. High-placed citizens and 
newspaper editorialists called for "swift justice." The assailants were 
quickly apprehended-nineteen-year-old John Palakiko and twenty
one-year-old James Majors. Both were poorly educated Hawaiians 
from broken homes. Both were serving time for petty theft. Together 
they had escaped from a prison work crew, and found their way to 
Nu'uanu on a search for food. Mrs. Wilder was bound and gagged. 
Whether there was a rape was disputed. The prosecutor told the jury, 
"If you wish, then forget the rape angle, and it's still murder in the 
first degree." The jury convicted, and a death sentence quickly fol
lowed. Many years later a juror was quoted as saying, "They didn't 
murder her in the sense of murder. She suffocated. They plugged up 
her mouth and she couldn't breathe. They didn't expect her to die. 
Maybe it would have been different if it had been someone else. 
Wilder was a big name." 16 

The belief that two Hawaiians charged with murdering a white soci
ety woman didn't have a chance for a fair sentence was widespread 
among Hawaiians and laborers. The defendants had claimed they were 
beaten into confessions, a position corroborated by their bruises. Upon 
his capture, Majors had attempted suicide by swallowing iodine. He 
was questioned while recovering in the hospitalY Nonetheless, the 
convictions and death sentences survived appeals and habeas corpus 
attempts by the original defense counsel. 

Harriet Bouslog became involved when the ILWU took up the 
cause, circulating a lengthy pamphlet reportedly written by John 
Reinecke, a leftist intellectual and later one of the Hawaii Seven Smith 
Act defendants. The pamphlet recalled the infamous Massie case of 
1931, in which prominent whites convicted of the premeditated mur
der of a young Hawaiian suffered no punishment for their crime. The 
Hawaiian had been one of several nonwhite youths accused of raping 
Thalia Massie. The evidence was shaky at best, and the jury failed to 
convict. Massie's husband, her heiress mother, and an accomplice then 
kidnapped and murdered one of the acquitted men. In an atmosphere 
heavy with racial animosity, the sentences of the prominent murderers 
were commuted to just one hour. The ILWU pamphlet compared the 
one-hour sentence for the premeditated murder of a Hawaiian to the 
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Harriet Bouslog as a senior 
attorney with her trademark scarf. 
(Courtesy Harriet Bouslog.) 

157 

Harriet Bouslog as an infant, in her father's 
hands. (Courtesy Harriet Bouslog.) 

death penalty for the unplanned killing ofTherese Wilder, and alleged 
a double standard of justice. 

Many Hawaiian students at the University of Hawaii, polled by a 
researcher, agreed with the charge of a double standard.18 Meanwhile, 
in the Chinese community, anger boiled when a light sentence was 
handed down to the white murderer of a poor Chinese peddler. Simi
larly, many Japanese recalled the execution of Miles Fukunaga, a men
tally disturbed youth, for the murder of a white banker's child. The 
death penalty, the ILWU argued, was reserved for nonwhites in 
Hawai'i. 

At a dinner party, Bouslog discussed the Majors-Palakiko case with 
friends and expressed outrage at the death sentence. "I'll bet you can't 
do anything about it," dared Priscilla Yadao, an ILWU secretary and 
longtime confidante of Bouslog. Never one to turn down a challenge, 
Bouslog volunteered to take on the death-row appeals of Majors and 
Palakiko. While prison officials prepared the gallows, Bouslog poured 
her energy into devising new arguments on behalf of the condemned 
men. She first persuaded Governor Oren Long to stay the execution 
and study the case. Fifteen minutes before the men were to hang, the 
governor granted a brief reprieve. After executive consideration of the 
court's decisions, the execution was rescheduled. Meanwhile, the 
ILWU's popular radio broadcasts by Bob McElrath, accompanied by 



A young Harriet Bouslog. 
(Courtesy Harriet Bouslog.) 

Harriet Bouslog campaigning for the Constitutional Convention, 
1950. (Courtesy Harriet Bouslog.) 



Paul Robeson made several Hawai'i appearances in support of the ILWU. He is 
pictured here in 1948 with (left to Jight} Au Quon McElrath, Harriet Bouslog, 
Yoshiko Hall, Sylvia Epstein, and Margie Omura. (Personal files of A. Q. 
McElrath.) 

Illustration from Harriet Bouslog's pamphlet, "Fear," published by 
the ILWU in 1951. 
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an ILWU-sponsored letter-writing campaign, fueled calls for clem
ency. 

With the community deeply divided on the issue, Bouslog filed a 
habeas corpus petition in federal court and was told to first exhaust ter
ritorial court remedies . As time to execution ticked away, Bouslog's 
secretarial skills were called into urgent use retyping the caption of her 
pleadings and rushing them to the Territorial Supreme Court. At mid
night on the eve of execution, the Hawai'i supreme court heard argu
ment, and at 3 A.M. it denied relief. Frantic, Bouslog proclaimed her 
intent to appeal, and requested a stay of execution. At 4 A.M. a stay was 
granted19 and rushed to the prison, where the prisoners had already 
spoken with a priest and were being led to the gallows. 

The drama of last-minute reprieves heightened public concern. 
Bouslog carried her appeals to the Ninth Circuit U .S. Court of 
Appeals and the U.S. Supreme Court, attempting to use the involun
tariness of the confessions to set aside the verdict. The analysis in her 
brief was pre~cient of the Miranda rule guaranteeing reliable confes
sions, but unfortunately she was making her arguments several years 
before the heyday of the Warren court . The appeals were denied and 
the executions rescheduled. The extra time, however, allowed the 
ILWU to build a grass roots campaign for commutation. Homemakers 
going door to door with tin cans raised a defense fund. Petitions 
flooded the governor's office, and pickets were threatened. Facing 
mounting pressure, the new governor, Samuel W. King, granted three 
more stays while he studied the issue. Finally, on August 14, 1954, he 
granted a commutation. Years later, in 1962, Governor John Burns, 
the first governor elected with ILWU support, signed parole orders 
freeing the men, who had by then had their executions stayed five 
times. 

Bouslog was deeply shaken by the process of repeatedly and nar
rowly saving her clients from death, and she worked with the ILWU to 
insert a statement against the death penalty into the new Democratic 
party platform. By 1957, the political climate of Hawai 'i had changed 
so dramatically that historians would later call it a revolution. 20 

Returned Japanese-American war heroes, union sympathizers, and 
whites who chose as their constituency laborers instead of plantation 
owners won elections for the first time. Mter the new Democrats cap
tured a narrow balance of power in the state legislature, one of their 
first major law reforms was the abolishment of the death penalty. 
Many with firsthand knowledge of that era credit Harriet Bouslog and 
her work on the Majors-Palakiko case with closing down the gallows in 
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Hawai'i. 21 In later years, when bills were introduced to reinstate the 
death penalty, Bouslog testified before the legislature to remind them 
of the Majors-Palikiko case. Mter detailing the struggles and the last
minute reprieves, Bouslog stated: 

The present advocates of the death penalty referred to the 1957 
repeal as if it were a social experiment which failed. Nothing could 
be further from the truth. It was the revulsion of the people for the 
miscarriages of justice in the past, injustices which great humanitari
ans have said always occur when the death penalty exists; as history 
and records, both in Hawaii and elsewhere, show, it is only the poor, 
the non-white, the economically underprivileged, who suffer the 
extreme penalty of death, and not the well-to-do or the professional 
criminals. 

In addition to abolishment of the death penalty, something else hap
pened as a result of Bouslog's fight to save Majors and Palakiko: her 
law firm prospered. Bouslog and Symonds became famous both locally 
and nationally for fight, fearlessness, and skill. The firm was especially 
well known in National Lawyers' Guild circles. 22 Paying clients 
flocked to its door, particularly clients who were shunned by estab
lished law firms. The steady stream of laborers was augmented by 
small businesses and landowners with disputes against the Big Five, 
and by paying criminal defendants and accident victims. Bouslog 
fondly remembers representing the wealthy and eccentric heiress Lucy 
Ward, who lived on an estate encompassing what is now the Blaisdell 
Cen.ter, in battles against trustees and other claimants to the Ward 
Estate. Other lawyers, Bouslog says, were afraid to take Lucy Ward's 
side. 

Harriet Bouslog became wealthier and more wedded to her legal 
career. This, and the four-year wartime separation, distanced her from 
her independent English-professor husband. Her first love was her 
legal work and the fast-paced, flamboyant life-style that came with it. 
The couple divorced amicably in 1950. 

The success of Bouslog and Symonds, and the rise of the ILWU, 
was not without its price. After the heady days of early success came 
the dark days of McCarthyism, the period that tested Bouslog's 
strengths and also put her name in the law books. 

The ILWU was red-baited regularly by The Honolulu Advertiser and 
other opponents. An Advertiser writer published a book called The Plot 
to Sovietize Hawaii, which alleged that the ILWU office housed "the 
blueprints for the political conquest and economic overthrow of these 
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rich Pacific Islands" as a prelude to a "Soviet Hawaii."23 A front-page 
series called "Letters to Joe" parodied the ILWU's alleged connection 
to Joseph Stalin. A congressional report on statehood subtitled "Com
munist Penetration of the Hawaiian Islands" alleged that union leader 
Harry Bridges was "the unseen Communist dictator of the Territory 
of Hawaii," and that the ILWU had "persistently sabotaged the eco
nomic life of the Territory [in a] premeditated campaign of sabotage, 
through strikes, slow-downs, arbitrary work stoppages, and violent 
racial agitation." 

Harriet Bouslog's resistance to McCarthyism led to her disbarment 
and to the case In Re Sawyer/4 in which the U.S. Supreme Court vin
dicated Bouslog's free speech rights. The name Sawyer comes from 
Harriet's second marriage in 1950 to Steven Sawyer. She continued to 
use the name Bouslog professionally, somewhat to the discomfort of 
Charles Bouslog, who had to keep an unlisted phone number as Har
riet Bouslog attracted increasing notice to the name. 25 

In 1952, ILWU regional director Jack Hall and six other union sym
pathizers were arrested on Smith Act conspiracy charges. Bouslog 
gave impassioned speeches to plantation workers against the Smith 
Act. Her favorite theme was freedom of thought. She equated the 
Smith Act trial of the Hawaii Seven with Nazi book-burning and 
painted the unions as the defenders of democracy. In a published 
speech, she said: 

If this campaign of the government to silence all opposition suc
ceeds first among persons labelled "Communist," it will then move 
to militant trade union leaders, judges and others. 

Do not feel safe because your name is not among the seven, 
because if this conspiracy of government against the seven succeeds, 
you and your children will have lost your liberties, and will go again 
into dark ages of thought-control-thought-control to which our 
government has now turned to maintain itself in power. 

What can you do? What can you, as individuals, do to stop the 
destruction of your liberties? 

The first and foremost thing you can do is to strengthen your 
trade union so that all of you can speak with one mighty voice to 
protest, to give aid and assistance, and to demand that American 
freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution and the Bill of Rights be 
preserved by all of us. 

But if you cannot get your friend, your neighbor, to join, you 
must still lift up your voice even if it is a voice in the wilderness, if 
you are to save your liberty and the liberty of your children and your 
fellow man. 26 
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Her speech quoted the Declaration of Independence and is peppered 
with references to freedom and democracy. 

Her belief, and there is no evidence that it was anything other than 
her sincere belief, in American liberalism, was the simple basis of 
Bouslog's courageous defense of Smith Act defendants. She was not 
unaware of the dangers-ofFBI harassment, blacklisting; and sabotage 
-but she persevered with the passion that colored all her work. At one 
point, her partner, Symonds, was solicited by government agents to 
turn against her. He angrily refused. 27 

In one fiery, extemporaneous speech given to union members on the 
Big Island of Hawai'i, Bouslog argued that in Smith 'Act conspiracy 
trials the government " threw out all the rules." She spoke without a 
prepared text; the only record of her speech is an unfriendly reporter's 
notes. Those notes, related in full in the dissent In Re Sawyer, 260 
F.2d 189 (9th Cir. 1958), report Harriet's criticism of the vague charge 
of conspiracy and the excessive breadth of evidence allowed in conspir
acy cases. She equated the Smith Act to thought control and criticized 
the prosecution for abandoning procedural rules. 

When Harriet's remarks were publicized, the judge and enraged 
members of the local bar began an investigation that led to her suspen
sion from practice for impugning the integrity of the court. The pro
gressive lawyer John McTernan, of Los Angeles, represented Bouslog 
in her effort to gain readmission to the bar. As Judge Pope in his coura
geous Ninth Circuit dissent pointed out, in whatever version of the 
facts one believed, it is clear that Harriet never criticized the court. All 
her remarks were directed to the Smith Act and the government's har
assment oflabor leaders under it. Judge Pope stated: 

This is no ordinary case. It is the case of one who has a record of 
defending persons accused of crime, of representing unpopular 
labor unions, and of even going so far as to appear for Smith Act 
defendants . I cannot overlook as a judge wha.t I know as an ordinary 
citizen in common with every one else, that many persons think that 
one who would handle such cases as has the appellant ought to be 
disbarred just on general principles. 

The Supreme Court of the United States, in a split 5-4 decision ren
dered after the decline of McCarthyism, exonerated Harriet and reaf
firmed the free speech rights of attorneys. 

On that day, Harriet experienced personal triumph over the bank
ers, sugar planters, and their lawyers-the powerful men (they were all 
men) who were so used to controlling Hawai'i that it never occurred to 
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them that the First Amendment would thwart their discipline of an 
outsider. Her career continued to be full of victories. The Smith Act 
charges against all her clients were dismissed. Years later, in 1978, 
Bouslog extracted a formal apology and monetary reparation for one of 
her Smith Act clients, John Reinecke, and his wife, Aiko, from the 
Hawaii State Legislature. 28 To the author's knowledge, no other exam
ple of state monetary reparations for the harm done by McCarthyism 
exists. 

Bouslog practiced in a time when a labor lawyer's unswerving loy
alty to the union coincided with loyalty to the workers. The officers of 
the ILWU were forbidden from earning more than the working mem
bership. The divided loyalties that face modern-day labor lawyers, 
who sometimes defend unions against charges of corruption and dis
crimination leveled by workers, were unknown in Bouslog's days of 
representing the ILWU. 29 Hers was the luxury of a clear-cut world in 
which a militant union, in line with the rank and file, asked only one 
question of its lawyers: "Which side are you on?" 

The ILWU survived the Smith Act assault and went on to seat its 
own, largely nonwhite candidates in state and federal office, and even 
on the bench of the Hawaii supreme court. Whereas the ILWU law
yers were once vilified as Communists30 and dangerous outside agita
tors, in her senior years Bouslog received awards and accolades from 
the ACLU-Hawai'i, the YWCA, Hawaii Women Lawyers, the Hawaii 
State Legislature, the Honolulu City Council, and her alma mater, 
Indiana University. "First they attacked me, then they start~d giving 
me awards," she says. The chief justice of the Hawaii Supreme Court 
has praised her "fearless dedication in preserving constitutional guar
antees."31 The city council called her a "legend in her own time," who 
" devoted her time and talents to preserving the constitutional rights of 
every man, woman, and child."32 In 1989, Indiana University School 
of Law inducted her into its academy of distinguished alumni fellows, 
in recognition of her meritorious career. For three months an exhibit 
with photos and newsclippings depicting her life story was displayed 
under glass at Indiana University, alongside books on feminist legal 
theory. The ILWU named Bouslog to its prestigious hall of lifetime 
members, an honor reserved for labor movement leaders who made 
history through radical struggle. 

Contemporary observers may view aspects of Harriet Bouslog's life 
as paradoxical. She dressed like Bacall and fought like Bogart. She 
talked like Locke and Jefferson, but she could make them sound like 
Lenin. She called the plantation workers "my people," but she 
enjoyed the trappings of the good life. She grew up in middle America, 
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but she preferred the drama of the middle Pacific. She decried the 
treatment of women in a man's world, but she was comfortable 
exploiting stereotypical female imagery. Old-time Honolulu lawyers 
never fail to mention Bouslog's tight skirts. It was rumored, one said, 
that she didn't always wear undergarments. This claim may say more 
about the sophomoric obsessions of the male bar than it does about 
Bouslog's attire. It is clear, nonetheless, that Harriet Bouslog was cer
tainly a provocative woman, self-designed and widely known as such. 

Bouslog combined all of these paradoxes in one single, iconoclastic 
persona. At a fund-raiser to launch the Hawaii Women Lawyers Biog
raphy Project, the seventy-five-year-old Bouslog wore a floor-length, 
orange chemise with thigh-high slits. She sat through the speeches 
with her legs akimbo and her chin on her hands. More than one of the 
project writers commented on the fierce independence of her dress and 
body language, as she dramatically took the podium to announce her 
donation of ten thousand dollars to the biography project. What one 
saw was not a woman obsessed with packaging herself for a man, but a 
woman who enjoyed taking the stage. 

Bouslog denies any conflict between her life-style and her causes. 
"Philosophically, I'm a radical ... but I live in a capitalistic system, 
and I make money from it," she told one challenging reporter,33 

adding later in the interview, "I like the sybaritic life. You might 
describe me as a peasant with a taste for the luxurious." She enjoys a 
daily bottle of champagne and travels in fine cars, driven by her hus
band, Steven Sawyer. 

Perhaps the paradox is best resolved in historical context. When 
Bouslog first arrived in Honolulu, only the lawyers for business own
ers drove fine cars and ate at the table of prosperity. The plantation 
workers did not want lawyers in blue jeans. They wanted lawyers who 
could fight on equal terms with established power brokers. 

Similarly, that Bouslog's rhetoric was often straight out of an Indi
ana civics class makes sense in historical context. To argue that planta
tion workers deserved equality- equal treatment by the police, equal 
representation on juries, equal political power-was a radical claim in 
the decidedly unequal Hawai 'i of the 1940s. Bouslog's representation 
of accused Communists is best understood by considering what a 
Communist stood for in prestatehood Hawai 'i. The Communist Party 
ofHawaii in 1948 declared: 

[We support a] program of government condemnation of large 
estates and resale of the land to the people for home sites and small 
farms at cost. We support the revision of present immigration laws, 
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such as the Oriental Exclusion Act, to provide naturalization rights 
to all immigrants regardless of race or color. We urge the public 
ownership of all public utilities. On taxation, we believe in the prin
ciple of taxation according to ability to pay, with personal exemp
tions. We support the granting of immediate statehood for Hawaii.34 

Each one of these reforms was eventually implemented, in whole or in 
part, through the democratic process. Pressed by a senate committee 
investigating labor in Hawai'i in 1949, ILWU leader Harry Bridges 
denied that bringing communism to the islands was the goal of his 
union: "We are after a wage increase, nothing more, nothing less. If 
that is going to lead to communism, well that is just too bad." He went 
on to describe the ILWU as a "left-wing trade union." When Senator 
Morse asked for a definition, Bridges replied: 

Well, obviously on the record it is a union that is willing to arbitrate 
to start with. That is a matter of record. It is also a union that 
believes in a lot of rank-and-file democracy and control. 

It is a union that believes that its officers should be easy to remove 
and should function under a set-up where their wages and expenses 
are no more than the highest paid at the most, the highest-paid 
worker that is a member of the union .... 

It is also a union that recognizes that from time to time it has got 
to stand up and fight for certain things that might not necessarily be 
only wages, hours, and conditions-civil liberties, racial equality, 
and things like that. 

In one sense, the reforms sought by the ILWU and the Communist 
Party of Hawaii were liberal, representing a new consensus built over 
time. 35 In another sense they were revolutionary. They toppled an old 
regime. The days when the Big Five lawyers would gather at the 
Pacific Club to decide among themselves who would ascend to the 
bench, who to elected office, and who to control the bar association, 
are gone. The ending of that system was a radical act. As Bouslog once 
said: "I would describe myself in 1939 as a mild liberal, but conditions 
in Hawaii were so feudal-it was like walking into another century . 
. . . It made a radical out of me. By radical I mean going to the root of 
the problem, and that's economic. And I realized that economic, 
racial, and sexual equality in Hawaii would only come with trade 
unions." 36 

Bouslog's life story is a peculiarly American one. She allied herself 
with the most radical force of her time-the Communist-influenced 
trade-union movement-and yet she spoke of and believed in tradi-
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tional constitutional values of due process, free speech, and participa
tory democracy. Her life is an example of the way in which the Ameri
can liberal tradition has a progressive tilt, a potentially transformative 
tilt, sometimes misunderstood by theorists . 

Looking at Harriet Bouslog, one can understand the thread of pro
gressivism that runs through American history, how smart and able 
people are drawn to radical causes and live enriched lives in the alli
ances they form. Such a conversion to the left is not as dramatic as it 
may seem. The rhetoric and values can remain largely unchanged as 
the players .choose sides across the divide ofhave and have not. 

Bouslog's choices have served her well. Early real-estate invest
ments allowed her to retire to a beautiful, cliff-side home at ocean's 
edge.37 Never much of a homemaker or bookkeeper, she has others 
handle the cooking, cleaning, and business affairs. She serves cham
pagne to visitors and writes her memoirs. Her second marriage has 
lasted since 1950. She never had children, and there is a sense oflone
liness in her life, but she speaks of the children of plantation workers 
as her own. She has started a generous scholarship fund for the daugh
ters and sons ofiLWU members. 

Harriet Bouslog left the firm of Bouslog and Symonds in 1978. It 
was never easy, she said, being the only woman partner. She main
tained her own practice, gradually pulling back from the strains ofliti
gation. At present she still keeps an office at the historic M erchant 
Street building where she churned out brief after brief at the height of 
her practice. When the landlord threatened eviction and refused to sell 
to her, Bouslog purchased the building through a straw buyer, offering 
a premium over other bidders. She does not like to lose, nor does she 
wish to close her office, although she has scaled down her practice con
siderably. Mter two serious automobile accidents,38 she sometimes 
searches her memory for a name or date. In speaking of the causes she 
believes in, however, Bouslog is as forceful and tireless as ever. In giv
ing an interview for this biography, she rose and moved to a wooden 
music stand where she placed her notes from the Majors-Palakiko 
case. She stood straight as a rod and went over the evidence. There was 
no proof whatsoever, she concluded with loud certainty, of either sex
ual assault or intent to murder. She listed the evidence of police vio
lence against the defendants, leaned forward, and reminded the inter
viewer that it was "horrible in those days, just horrible, there was no 
democracy for the little people." Her purposeful gaze made it clear 
that no expressions of doubt were welcome. Her lecture offered a 
glimpse of her courtroom style-her confidence, her intensity, her cru-
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sade. Harriet Williams Bouslog Sawyer was raised to assume that she 
could live and learn and influence the world around her, and so she 
did, in a lifetime oflawyering for the laboring class. 

NOTES 

1. Senate Resolution 151, House Resolution 253, lOth Legislature 1980. 
2. Harriet reports Welsh, English, and French ancestry. Her paternal grand

mother was a Lefevre, and her maternal grandparents were Lloyds. Longevity appar
ently runs in her family. She knew all four of her grandparents. Her father died at 
eighty-five, and her mother at ninety-three. 

3. Margaret Williams, unpublished manuscript. 
4. Bouslog and R. Brown, "Tax Laws of Indiana as They Relate to Corporations 

for Profit," 13 Indiana Law J. 32 (1937). 
5. "Watershed Leaders Pay Tribute to Charles Williams," Salem Democrat, 

September 11, 1968 (Salem, Ind.). See also "Charles Williams: In 1939 They Said 
Williams Would Never Last," Washington Press (Salem, Ind.), M arch 30, 1972 
(describing Williams' conservation and farming activities). 

6. Firsthand accounts of Harriet Bouslog's life philosophy were obtained by the 
author in a series of interviews in 1988. Bouslog cites the Spanish writer Constancia 
De La Mora as an early literary influence. 

7. Fowler Harper went on to teach at Yale Law School. Testimonials to his coura
geous defense of civil liberties were recorded by the Yale faculty upon Harper's death 
in 1965. See " Fowler Vincent Harper, 1887- 1965" (unpublished testimonial pam
phlet); see also "Eulogies to Fowler Vincent Harper," 16 Ohio Northern University 
Law Rev. 368 (1989). 

8. Reports of police cooperation with corporate interests were noted in an NLRB 
trial examiner's report, quoted in Hawaiian Labor Situation, July 12, 1949. 

9. Bouslog reports that Garner Anthony, a leading corporate lawyer, told her that 
she was the only lawyer to compliment him on his early articles criticizing martial 
law. For Anthony's views, see J. G. Anthony, Hawaii Under Army Rule (1950); see 
also H. Schieber and J. Schieber, "When the Army Rules: Martial Law and Constitu
tional Crisis in Hawaii 1941-46," paper presented at the American Society for Legal 
History Annual Meeting, Chicago, 1990. 

10. See Garner Anthony, "Martial Law in Hawaii," 30 Calif. Law Rev. 371 (1942); 
idem, " Hawaiian Martial Law in the Supreme Court," 57 Yale Law J. 27 (1947). 

11 . Martial law resulted in military control of the legal system. Suspension of 
habeas corpus and extraordinary violations of basic civil liberties led to opposition by 
the local bar. Harriet Bouslog was particularly opposed to martial law because of its 
effects on labor. Wages were frozen; refusal to work and switching jobs were forbid
den. Strikes were outlawed and union organizing made difficult. 

12. Multiple informants reported that Harriet Bouslog was capable of using stereo
typically feminine charm to her advantage. 



Harriet Bouslog 169 

13. See Territory v. Kaholokula 31 Haw. 625 (1947) (challenging constitutionality 
of unlawful assembly and riot statutes). 

14. ILWUv. Wirtz 31 Haw. 404; 170 F.2d 183 (9th Cir. 1948), cert. den. 336 U.S. 
919 (1949); Alesna v. Rice 69 F.Supp. 897 (D.Haw. 1947), 172 F.2d 176 (9th Cir. 
1949), 338 U.S. 814 (1949) (challenging the power of territorial courts to enjoin mass 
picketing). ILWU v. Ackerman 82 F.Supp. 65 (D.Haw. 1948), rev'd 187 F.2d 860 (9th 
Cir. 1951) cert. den. 342 U.S. 859 (1951) (challenging constitutionality of unlawful 
assembly and riot acts, and racially exclusionary grand juries). 

15. Author's interviews with Myer Symonds, summer 1988. Although it was said 
by some that Harriet Bouslog a~d Myer Symonds did not get along, in separate inter
views with the author they both expressed pride in their joint accomplishments. 
Symonds referred to his former partner as a "very smart cookie" and credited their 
joint struggle with leading to "the best damn workmen's compensation laws in 
the U.S." 

16. Marilyn Kim, "The Killing of Therese Wilder," Honolulu Magazine 23, no. 5 
(November 1988): 148. 

17. Bouslog offered to prove that the police instructed hospital staff to withhold 
medical treatment. 

18. This, and much of the material on the Majors-Palakiko case used in this chap
ter, is from an unpublished research paper by Kathy Kau, "The Majors-Palakiko 
Case and the Abolishment of Capital Punishment in Hawaii," April27, 1987. 

19. In the Maner of The Application of John Palakiko and James Edward Majors 
For a Writ of Habeas Corpus, 39 Hawaii 141 (1951). Palakiko v. Harper 39 Haw. 167; 
209 F.2d 75 (9th Cir. 1953); cert. den. 34 7 U.S. 956 (1954). 

20. Lawrence Fuchs, Hawaii Pono: A Social History (1961). 
21. This view was expressed to a student researcher by prominent members of the 

1957 legislature, who requested anonymity. E. !kuma, "The Myles Fukunaga Case: A 
Perspective into Capital Punishment in Hawaii" (unpublished research paper, 1989). 

22. A. Ginger and E. Tobin, The National Lawyer's Guild: From Roosevelt Through 
Reagan (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1988), 98, 249. 

23 . O'Brien, The Plot to Sovietize Hawaii (1948). 
24. 360 U.S. 622 (1959), rev'g 260 F.2d 189 (9th Cir., 1958), afPg 41 Haw. 403 

(1956). 
25. The name "Bouslog" is ofGermanic-Alsace-Lorraine origin. Charles Bouslog 

reports that midnight calls from arrestees from the police station soon led him to 
change his phone number. While he would have preferred that Harriet revert to her 
maiden name, she insisted that Bouslog was the name under which she was admitted 
to the bar and known in the community. Charles remarried and has two children, a 
son who is a lawyer and a daughter who is a planner/consultant. He speaks of his 
former wife with goodwill. Author's interview with Charles Bouslog. 

26. H. Bouslog, "Fear," published by the ILWU in 1951 (available in the Hawaiian 
collection, Sinclair Library). 

27. Author's interview with Myer Symonds. 
28. Act 161, 1977 session, Hawaii State Legislature. (The act waived the statute of 

limitations and paved the way for a settlement for the Reineckes, who were fired from 
state teaching jobs. The Reineckes were longtime activists for peace and human 
rights.) 
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29. See James Grey Pope, "Two Faces, Two Ethics: Labor Union Lawyers and the 
Emerging Doctrine of Entity Ethics," 68 Oregon Law Rev. 1 (1989). 

30. See Honolulu Advertiser, Feb. 16, 1959, A1: 1 (Bouslog identified as a commu-
nist lawyer by the House Un-American Activities Committee). 

31. Chief Justice Herman Lum, address to the Hawaii Women Lawyers. 
32. Council of the City and County ofHonolulu, Resolution, March 23, 1983. 
33. Lee Gomes, "The Same Place as Usual," H onolulu Star-Bulletin, Feb. 28, 1979. 
34. Butler, Statehood For Hawaii, 80th Cong., 2d sess., Senate Committee on 

Interior and Insular Affairs, U.S. Govt. Printing Office (1949) (quoting responses of 
Communist party leader on a Honolulu radio talk show). 

35. The use of reform rhetoric in the labor movement is discussed by William For
bath: "in adopting legal and constitutional rhetoric, AFL leaders abandoned more 
radical ways of describing and criticizing the nation's political economy. They entered 
a discourse in which the legitimacy of corporations' power over economic life was not 
dangerously questioned. However, legal and, particularly, constitutional rhetoric also 
contained recessive radical strains and possibilities." 102 Harvard Law Rev. 1109, 
1209. 

36. Gomes, see note 23 above. 
37. As active real-estate investors, Bouslog and her husband, Steven Sawyer, are 

both named parties in precedent-setting property law cases. See, e.g., Cooper v. Saw
yer 48 Haw. 394 (1965) (easements and right of way of adjoining landholders). 

38. See D. McKillips, " Belt Saved Mrs. Sawyer," Honolulu Advertiser, Sept. 23, 
1966 (dramatic account of June 1966 accident, including helicopter flight from the 
Big Island of Hawai'i back to a major Honolulu hospital where a surgical team was 
waiting. Harriet praised the six doctors who "saved her life" and her husband, Steve, 
who stayed at her bedside throughout her ordeal. She also made a plea for the adop
tion of harness seat belts, much safer than the lap belt she was wearing). A second 
accident occurred on Merchant Street, in downtown Honolulu, exacerbating her inju
ries. 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC NOTE 

Harriet Bouslog's is a well-documented life. As attorney for high-proftle clients, her 
name appeared regularly in the Honolulu newspapers and in various union publica
tions. The private library of the ILWU contains evidence of her union connections, as 
does occasional mention in publications of the National Lawyers Guild. Various cases 
in which she served as counsel, or in some cases as litigant, are available in any law 
library. Briefs and legal memoranda from these cases were also used in writing this 
biography. These were obtained from the law office of Harriet Bouslog, and are on file 
there, as are originals of the numerous awards, proclamations, and other accolades rec
ognizing her contributions to the causes she claims as her own. 

The transcripts for the Hawaii Seven Smith Act trials are available in the Univer
sity of Hawaii Hawaiian collection, as are various unpublished papers, thesis, and 
congressional reports dealing with labor history and the ILWU. 

Student papers from seminars in legal history taught at the University of Hawaii 
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William S. Richardson School of Law were invaluable for analysis of In Re Sawyer, 
the Majors-Palikiko case, and the history of the death penalty in Hawai'i. These are 
unpublished papers, on file with the author. 

Interviews with Harriet Bouslog and her sister's written history of the family were 
the primary sources of personal background information. These were supplemented 
by discussions with Bouslog's former colleagues and with clients and others who knew 
her socially, sought in an effort to capture the persona of Bouslog at the height of her 
activist practice. 




