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Greeting Bill,

The issue of white allies in the Black Liberation struggle has been on my mind 
for awhile. I have explored this issue from the struggles of the 60's as well as my
recent personal experiences post Katrina and has come to the conclusion that it 
is a very complicated process.

In the Civil Rights movement White allies played a very important and critical 
role in the beginning by supplying much needed moral, physical, and financial 
support, but when a more self determined and independent Black leadership 
emerged and moved away from the early goals and sought liberation rather than
"civil rights", those same white allies became wary and fearful of the movement. 
This led to them withdrawing their support and in some cases actively dividing 
and sabotaging the overall struggle. This happened with both SNCC and SCLC. 
I have also had a somewhat similar experience in New Orleans but to a lesser 
degree. It is a very rare situation when people like me and you can have a life 
long working partnership and continue to be supportive even when we take 
different paths at times. That is why I am taking the time to share these thoughts
with you, noting that these are not given in the spirit of being right or wrong, but 
are my personal observations. In short white allies should:

• remember that they will never truly understand what it means to be black 
in a white supremacist world

• can never lead a Black struggle
• should never believe that they know what is best for the black community
• should not bring a personal agenda into a black struggle
• never believe that they are so vital that are irreplaceable
• not put any subjective conditions on the work that they do that does not 

come from the people themselves
• do not try to use their access to resources and finances to create leaders 

more acceptable to them or manipulate goals and objectives of the 



movement
• never believe that they are irreplaceable in the struggle that black people 

will face daily for the rest of their lives
• always remember that while their role in the Black community will always 

be one of support and assistance, there will always be a leadership role 
for them in fighting against white supremacy and capitalism in their own 
communities, this a more difficult but crucial battle
 

LASTLY UNDERSTAND THAT BLACK PEOPLE IN THE UNITED STATES 
ARE NOT FIGHTING FOR CIVIL RIGHTS, VOTING RIGHTS, INTEGRATION, 
DESEGREATION, OR ANY OF THE SHORT TERM GOALS THAT ARE 
PROMOTED AS THE ANSWER TO OUR PROBLEMS.

OUR STRUGGLE IS FOR TOTAL SOCIAL, 
POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC LIBERATION. THIS 
STRUGGLE IS AN ON GOING STRUGGLE THAT 
STARTED WITH THE FIRST AFRICAN THAT 
STRUCK A BLOW AGAINST THE FIRST EUROPEAN 
OPPRESSOR AND/OR SLAVE CATCHER AND WILL 
CONTINUE UNTIL THIS CURRENT SYSTEM IS 
COMPLETELY DESTROYED AND REPLACED WITH 
A NEW ONE.

I know that this is a scary thought for most people 
and that is why it is so difficult for whites to be 
good allies over a long period of time. WE CANNOT 
GET OUR LIBERATION WITHOUT THEM GIVING UP 
THEIR PRIVILEDGE and WHO WANTS TO DO 
THAT?




